English 12

Course Outline

Mz. Hope
There have been great societies that did not use the wheel, but there have been no societies that did not tell stories. 

—Ursula K. LeGuin

Whereas traditionally English courses have focused on “text” primarily in the form the written word, contemporary thinking embraces an expanded definition of text, one that includes the wealth of information found in other forms of communication. The current curriculum recognizes the validity of such texts as oral storytelling, Aboriginal pedagogy and structure, media and internet literacy, and Arts Based Educational Research (ABER). Our theme will be “STORY” and we will use this theme as a lens through which we interpret literature. 


The Prescribed Learning Outcomes for English 12 are organized into three categories: Oral literacy; Reading and Viewing; and Writing and Representing. We will be using these organizers to meet our goals in this course. In addition, utilizing the new curriculum, we will engage in an Inquiry Project. 
Course Objectives:
· Grammar and mechanics: small lessons culminating in quizzes.
· Writing: personal, responsive, creative; narrative; descriptive; expository; persuasive; persuasion.
· Focused Literary studies: reading for enjoyment, comprehension, and analysis; short story, poetry, plays, field trips and guest speakers. 
· Novel study: A selection of Dystopian novels, in book club format. 
· Independent novel study:  daily silent reading of book of choice, culminating in a project. 
· Research and presentation skills: University preparation in the form of an Inquiry project. . 
· Critical media literacy: bias, contexts, advertising, audience and purpose.

· Oral literacy: daily discussions, class debates, presentations.

ASSIGNMENTS:

You can expect at least one assignment a week. I will organize our work into units, each of which will cover approximately three weeks. Each unit will have a weekly assignment, a project or an essay, and/or an test. You will have daily in-class work. This means that in order to succeed in this course, you must attend. 

Due dates for assignments will be posted in the classroom. All work handed in must be dated. I will endeavor  to return all work within one week of its due date.  I will not accept late work after assignments have been returned. If you do not hand in work, you will be given the chance to rectify your mark with an in-class written essay on a topic of my choice. I will offer this option approximately once a month. 
Please come to class prepared. You need a three ring binder for handouts and notes. In addition, you will be creating a journal to record your interaction with language and literature. Many people have enjoyed having a separate, unique book for this. This is not required, but it is an option. 

Critical thinking skills are critical!

Therefore, we will immerse ourselves in debates and questions, searching for evidence from the texts to support our opinions. You are expected to get up in front of the class sometimes, to participate in group work, and generally be engaged.

I expect a classroom culture of respect and inclusion. You must take ownership over your experience in this course. The more you put into this course, the more you will get out of it. I will not shield you from natural consequences! 
Let’s begin!

“Instead of placing one body of knowledge against another, storytellers invite us to return from knowledge to thinking, from a bounded way of looking to an unbounded way of seeing.”







James P. Carse

