Ms. Hope

I Have a Dream, Dr. Martin Luther King                 

Two lessons: literary devices and critical thinking

Lesson One, outcomes:

1. It is expected students will develop repertoires of skills and strategies to use as they anticipate, predict, and confirm meaning while reading, viewing and listening.

2. It is expected students will be able to locate and interpret examples of literary techniques.

3. It is expected students will apply their knowledge of the conventions of language and use appropriate vocabulary to talk about them.

Goal and rationale: The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the context of the civil rights movement, during which Harper Lee wrote To Kill a Mockingbird. I hope to distinguish between the era in which the novel is set (Depression, deep South) and the era in which it was written. I wish to draw the students’ attention to the literary devices used by King in his famous speech and have the students produce a list of these devices for assessment. This lesson directly leads to the next day’s lesson in which groups of three will create a section of the “We have a Dream” speech, a creative writing piece that will be posted in the school for Dr. Martin Luther King day and paired with a magnified portrait of King done by the Art Foundations class (cross curricular). This directly connects to a previous lesson in which we dealt with hate language and its presence in our culture. My overall goal is to link the two eras, Depression and Civil Rights, to today: what has changed? What has not?

Materials:

· an audio visual presentation of King’s speech and the Civil rights movement.

· Handout for students outlining background on the Civil rights movement (see attached)

· Copies for students of the I Have a Dream speech

· Assignment sheet (see attached)

Lesson development:

1. There is no vocabulary today as it is built into the lesson. Tell students the agenda of the day. Link what we are about to learn to the study of To Kill a Mockingbird and its author, Harper Lee. (connect to prior knowledge)
2. Handout the Civil rights movement sheet, define “civil” and hand out the I Have a Dream speech.

3. Give out the assignment and read over it for clarification.

4. Watch the video. Students will use highlighters or pens to mark the speech as they listen to it.

5. Teach students about “anaphora”: the repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of a sentence, verse, or paragraph.  I have a dream!
6. Give students time to re-read the speech and complete the assignment. Due next class.
Dr. Martin Luther King, I Have a Dream

ASSIGNMENT 

ON A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER PLEASE!

1.Vocabulary development: Re- read Dr. King’s speech. Find seven words about which you are unsure and look up their meanings. Write the definitions.

2. Literary devices and figures of speech:

Figurative language (similes, metaphors, allusions, alliteration, etc.) is used in both poetry and prose to make ideas more memorable and forceful. For centuries, speakers and writers have known that such well placed devices affect listeners and readers in powerful ways.

A. Give the definitions of each of the following:

Alliteration

Allusion

Metaphor

Simile

B. Find one example of each of the above literary devices in King’s speech.

C.  In the second paragraph, King says “the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination.”  This is more than a metaphor.  What is it?

D. These words bring up strong images of slavery. Why would this be an effective method of moving his audience?

E. What inference was King making about the progress of African Americans entering the mainstream of American life during the one hundred years following the end of slavery?

F. Another figure of speech is called the “anaphora,” or the repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of a sentence, verse, or paragraph. Besides the famous “I have a dream” phrase, find two other examples of anaphora.

3. Personal response:

Nearly every line of King’s speech is filled with powerful images, or mental pictures, many of which are created by using figures of speech. Images help audiences feel what speakers / writers want them to feel, help them remember what they have read or heard, and help them understand difficult material. Write a well-developed paragraph telling which of King’s images you find most powerful and appealing and explain why this image has meaning for you.

For further thought:

King was assassinated for his work in civil rights. A quotation from the Bible on the memorial of his gravesite reads, “Behold the dreamer. Let us slay him, and we will see what will become of his dream.” What do you think became of King’s dream? 

Please brainstorm two lists: one for the ways in which you feel King’s dream has been fulfilled and the other for what remains to be accomplished. Try to link this specifically to your experiences; if you could tell Dr. Martin Luther King about today’s world in respect to hate language, prejudice and all the “isms” we have discussed in class, what would you want to tell him?

BACKGROUND: Dr. Martin Luther King’s speech, I Have a Dream

THE 5 W’S

WHO: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a prominent leader and minister, was inspired by both Christianity and Ghandi’s philosophies of non-violent resistance to peaceably confront injustice. He led marches, sit-ins, demonstrations, and Black voter registration drives until his assassination in 1968. 

WHAT: His I Have a Dream  speech has become one of the most recognized symbols of the civil rights movement.

WHEN: Civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s.

WHERE: Although this movement started in the deep South, USA, eventually King was recognized with the Nobel Peace Prize for his contributions to overcoming civil rights abuses without allowing the struggle to erupt into a blood bath. 

WHY: At a time when racial discrimination, segregation, and legalized prejudice were the norm, King led the civil rights movement to meet each act of violence, attack, murder, or slander with a forgiving heart, a working hand, a dream for the future. 

We Have a Dream: class speech

Assignment following Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous speech

Group one: Begin your introduction to our “Dream Speech” with the last line of the sixth paragraph of King’s speech: We cannot walk alone.Analyze the seventh paragraph for structure, rhythm, literary devices, and purpose. This paragraph sets the tone for everything that follows. The goal is to create a paragraph that informs your audience about issues that relate to youth today. The rest of the class will be coming up with the “dreams”; your job is to tell us why we need to keep dreaming. Think back to the hate language workshop as well as your 3-2-1 response. What needs to be addressed? Make sure you keep to the basic structure of paragraph seven. Note: if the literary device anaphora is used, you need to do so as well. 

Group two: You are to pick up paragraph ten, beginning with “I say to you today, my friends, that in spite…”. Analyze the next three paragraphs for structure, rhythm, literary devices, and purpose. You are to mimic these, but apply them to issues that relate to youth today. Group one is dealing with listing those issues, you are to create two specific “dreams” to represent English 10 honours. Note: if the literary device anaphora is used, you need to do so as well. 

Group three: You are to pick up paragraphs 13, 14, 15. Analyze these three paragraphs for structure, rhythm, literary devices, and purpose. You are to mimic these, but apply them to issues that relate to youth today. Group one is dealing with listing those issues, you are to create two specific “dreams” to represent English 10 honours. Note: if the literary device anaphora is used, you need to do so as well. 

Group four: You are to pick up paragraphs 16 and 17. Analyze these paragraphs for structure, rhythm, literary devices, and purpose. You are to mimic these, but apply them to issues that relate to youth today. Group one is dealing with listing those issues. Note that up until now, King has repeated “I have a dream” (anaphora). Now, however, he uses this once and then switches to “This is our hope”. Include this switch in your section of the speech. Note: if the literary device anaphora is used, you need to do so as well. 

Group five: You have a very important role in the creation of our class speech. You are to look at the last paragraph of King’s speech and analyze it for structure, rhythm, literary devices, and purpose. You are to mimic these, but apply them to issues that relate to youth today. Group one is dealing with listing those issues. You may need to nominate a “reporter” to discover what the dreams are that are being discussed by the other groups. Hint: instead of the races that King lists, think of particular cliques or cultures within our school or culture. Note: if the literary device anaphora is used, you need to do so as well. 

Ms. Hope

We Have a Dream: class speech

Lesson two, outcomes:

1. (presenting and valuing):It is expected students will demonstrate their understanding of and abilities to use a variety of forms and styles of communication that are relevant to specific purposes and audiences. 

2. (personal awareness): It is expected that students will use language to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings, and experiences to prepare for their roles in the world.

3. (working together): It is expected that students will use language to interact and collaborate with others to explore ideas and to accomplish goals.

4. (Building community): It is expected that students will use language to help establish and maintain relationships within the school community, to collaborate to get things done, and to value and support others.

Goal and rationale: We have been studying Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird. We have focused on the context of the Depression era deep south, as well as the Civil rights movement. This lesson follows the study of Dr. Martin Luther King jr.’s speech, I Have a Dream. The class will create a “We have a Dream” speech,

Lesson Development:

1. Review what we have learned so far.

2. Remind students about the rhythm, tone, and literary devices reviewed in the last assignment. Pay particular attention to anaphora.

3. Divide class into five groups.

4. Give each group its assignment (see attached).

5. Give sufficient time for each group to create its paragraph. Due tomorrow.

