Psych 12
Killing us Softly- Group Discussion Questions
Names:

After watching the film please answer the below questions as a group and then hand in your answers. 1 per group.

1. What was something new or interesting that each of you learned from the film?

2. Do you think the media creates or reflects the ideal image of beauty in our society?

3. Is there such a thing as responsible advertising? Do advertisers have a responsibility to society? Do they have a responsibility towards children? Why or why not?

4. Advertisements that objectify men have increased dramatically in recent years. Although the objectification of men doesn’t have the same violent consequences as it has for women, there have been recent studies that show the objectification is beginning to take a toll on men’s self-esteem. More men are reporting dissatisfaction with their bodies than did a decade ago, and eating disorders among men are on the rise.  In what ways, might the objectification of men in advertisements affect the way that men feel about their own bodies?

5. In her closing comments, Jean Kilbourne states that change will depend upon “an aware, active, educated public that thinks of itself primarily as citizens rather than primarily as consumers.” What does it mean to think of oneself primarily as a citizen rather than primarily a consumer? Can one be both a citizen and a consumer? How?

6. Tomorrow when we go to Mayfair, what do you expect to see in terms of how gender is marketed or how products are geared towards males and females?

Please read over the hand out for tomorrow. You can take one now, or leave it in the class and I will bring one to Mayfair tomorrow for you. 

I’ll see you all tomorrow at 12:30 in front of Toys R Us. Remember that you need to find your own way there, and that you are not excused from missing your other afternoon class.

