Hate Language Scavenger Hunt
· What kind of hate language occurs in our school? 

· Explain to students that today they will engage in a field study, recording and reporting the hate language used by students in their school. Ask that they find a place where students congregate and are allowed to talk, like the cafeteria, lounge, hallway, locker room, etc., and listen. Have students copy the following chart from the board or supply them with photocopies of it to help them record their observations. 

Word | Tone | Context

· Students should record any word used to describe another, whether it is said jokingly or seriously, or seems to them to be negative or positive. (Many students use words like "gay" so casually that they have no idea it could be used as a hate word.) They should note the tone used as well. Context might include such things as the gist of the conversation, the relationship of the speakers, the space in which the conversation took place, etc. Make sure the instructions are clear before students leave the room, then send students out in pairs to eavesdrop. Give them about 20 minutes for this activity. 

· When students return, discuss their findings. What surprised them? How common are words like those that came up yesterday? What did they notice about how language was used in different contexts? How many of the words they recorded seemed to them to be hate words? How could they tell? 

