English 10 Literature
Mz. Hope             ghope@sd61.bc.ca            mzhopesclass.weebly.com
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I reserve the right to invite the unexpected, the unpredictable, and the magical occurrences that can occur in a great class. 

In this course, we will be utilizing the new curriculum guidelines, while balancing the rigours of traditional literature study. This will involve exploration, challenge, adventure, and freedom of choice and expression. 
Works Studied: 
Indian Horse, by Richard Wagamese OR a book club; 

Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare; 
Selected works of short fiction, poetry, Aboriginal story and approach, and various films and performances. 
Independent Novel Study:  a minimum of an hour a week silent reading. 
Self and Society:  

· You will engage in personal exploration through stream-of-consciousness writing in response to a prompt.

· Social justice and contemporary issues will be brought into class to bring relevance to what we read.

· We will immerse ourselves in open discussions, searching for evidence from the texts to support our opinions. You are expected to get up in front of the class sometimes, to participate in group work, and generally be engaged. This is your chance.

Composition:  You will be responding to literature in personal, creative, and critical ways. This will include an expository essay, weekly personal reflections, and an “inquiry project.” The goal with composition practice is to develop the skills to be coherent and purposeful in your communication. 
Inquiry Project: The new curriculum allows for an in depth study of a student’s choice of material and approach. This project will be worth 20% of a student’s grade. You can choose a theme, a genre, a country, era, or an author to investigate. You will create an interdisciplinary “product” which synthesizes the results of your independent study. 
Grammar, spelling, and mechanics: mini-lessons and review, with regular quizzes.
Most written work will be done in class to avoid the temptation to cheat by plagiarizing someone else’s work. Plagiarism is offensive and there are serious consequences for it, inside and outside of school.  Added bonus! This means less homework for you. In addition, in class writing prepares the student for the demands of impromptu exam writing.

Please come to class prepared. You need:

· A three ring binder for handouts and notes, with dividers.
·  You will be creating a journal to record your interaction with language and literature. Many people have enjoyed having a separate, unique book for this. This can take the shape of an artist’s sketchbook, a small journal, etc. This is not required, but it is an option. 

Bring these every day.
Phone/Device use: This is a place of study, contemplation, discussion, and debate. You are expected to leave your device out of sight and mind. It should be left in your locker or in your bag, with sound and notifications turned OFF. This is non-negotiable. If you anticipate this will be an issue for you, you may find this class a poor fit for you. 

First offense: your device is taken for the class and placed in the Phone Hotel. 
Second offense: I will consider this as a growing concern; parents will be contacted and device will be stored with administration. 

I look forward to adventuring with you. 
