Ms. Hope’s List of superfragalistic community builders
( NOT an exhaustive list and one which should be added to again and again)

Name cards: (20 minutes X 2) Materials: cardstock, markers, and if you are lucky, any other decorative element you can imagine, depending on how much mess you can abide. Have students fold the card over so that it can stand on their desk. They must write their name and include one SYMBOL of their lives/identity. Give about 20 minutes for students to complete. Then, go around the class and have each student say their name and describe their symbol. Teacher’s task is to try to hand the cards back the following day. Each day, the teacher should be able to hand more back correctly. Have kids make bets on what level of success the teacher will have.
Name game: (20 minutes)“My name is Georgina and I am gregarious.” Goes around in a circle or up and down. Each person that is added to the list has to start at the beginning and therefore the further it goes, the more names there are to be remembered. Ends with teacher. Kids get a kick out of seeing the teacher try. Do it again the next day, but in reverse order. Also, to add some fun, pick who would be going on either extreme (first or last) and teasingly have the class decide who has the better memory. Only do this if the class already seems to have some camaraderie.
Human bingo: (20 minutes) create a grid with lots of statements that would apply to the class. This can be tailored to the particular culture of the group. Throw in some quirky ones. Students go around and ask each other and try to fill in the squares. You can have treats to reward those that fill it up first.

Love/ Hate: (20 minutes) each student takes a turn standing up and saying one thing they love and one thing they hate. Can be linked to topic: food, school, music, movies, classroom behaviour. 
Two Truths and a Lie: (20 minutes or one whole block) This is a great one for introducing minimal risk taking in front of a group. Teacher starts by making three statements, one of which is a lie. Ask for volunteers. Then each volunteer gets to pick another person. You can set a time limit (20 minutes) or ask that everyone participates. This can segue into a think-pair-share in which students brainstorm ways in which a person can tell if another is lying. Then, read the story “A Christmas without Ribbons.” Class discussion follows.

Name biography: (two class periods) Students write a short biography, focussing somewhat on their name. They need a piece of construction paper in a color that represents them.  They also need a photo of themselves. Put up around the room as an atmosphere builder. Great for ESL as many international names have meanings attached to them. Students often refer back to family members. Have students read aloud their paragraphs when completed.
“Guidelines for respectful Interaction”: ( 20 minutes X 3) See handout. Do in partners. Hand in. Use to create a “rights” poster that is unique to that particular group. Then, use the “rights” to trigger the “responsibility” list. 

My job/your job: (20 minutes) Create a list on the board, after the “rights and responsibilities.” Segues into Restitution.

Artifact/ identity wall: Very personal and good to do when class is somewhat established. Teacher models by defining artifact: an object made by a human eg. A tool or an ornament, especially one that has cultural interest. This opens discussion around culture versus sub-culture, and symbolism. Students bring it to class and each student shares what it is and what it means. A great atmosphere builder is to have a “graffiti wall” established to set these up on. Make sure students feel safe leaving it behind (perhaps make a photocopy). Show examples of previous students artifacts. This connects really well with personal narrative as well.

Autobio poems: students use their first and last name to create a poem. This can be done with “parallesim” (see handout) or as an acronym. 
Interview questions: see handouts for examples. Teacher creates a list of questions to seek understanding of students’ literacy histories, work habits, learning styles, etc.

Free write: “What do you want/ not want to do in this course?”

Think Pair Share with discussion questions (see handout)

Biography poster and presentation: put students into pairs (perhaps with an activity to help sort) and give them butcher block paper and markers. They have 20 minutes (10 mins each) to interview each other and put relevant info down in the form of words or pictures. Next, each pair has to intro partner to the class. Alternatively, this could be done as an initial writing sample. See “Let’s Get to Know One Another”  handout for a list of possible questions. 
CD of your life: Students create a playlist for each year of their life. Bonus for cover (collage?). Teacher should model. 
Restitution: This one is a biggie and requires Pro-D. Deserves several class periods. See worksheet. 
